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“Power is the probability that one actor within a social relationship will be in
a position to carry out his own will despite resistance.”

WEBER

Loyl daelaa 3 68l1 (355 () (S
“Power corresponds to the human ability not just to act but to act in
concert.”

Hannah Arendt
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Political participation: a wider map
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e Research e student clubs ¢ volunteering ¢ campaigns ¢ consultations

advocacy
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e Lebanon's Parliament has 128 seats.
e Women currently hold 8 seats (6.3%).
e 22 MPs were aged 45 or under at the beginning of the current legislature (17.2%).
e Minimum age to stand for Parliament: 25; voting age: 21.

e What do these numbers tell us—and what do they not tell us?

Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), Parline, Lebanon.
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Representation in Lebanon: use the numbers as questions
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Direct Link to Full 86-Page 2023 Publication:

From Evidence to Action: Twenty years of IOM child
trafficking data to inform policy and programming |
IOM Publications Platform
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https://publications.iom.int/books/evidence-action-twenty-years-iom-child-trafficking-data-inform-policy-and-programming
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e Letters of Tomorrow
e 2026
e Children from Gaza

{hen | grow up, | want to become an astronaut.| will travel to the Moon and the
stars and take a beautiful picture of the Earth. When I look down from space,



https://www.instagram.com/reels/Daah21OOgPE/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/Daah21OOgPE/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/Daah21OOgPE/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/Daah21OOgPE/
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https://www.savethechildren.or®/us/about-us/media-and-

news/2026-press-releases/protect-all-children-as-violence-escalates-

across-middle-east

Save the Ch | Id ren @ Save the Children. Enter search term

March 2026 Save the Children Demands Immediate Protection for
Letter /Media All Children as Violence Escalates Across the Middle
East and the Wider Region

Media Contact: Media@savechiidran org

Who We Are » What We Do » Ways to Help » Browse Gift Guide » Monthly Support » m

FAIRFIELD, CT (March 1, 2026) — Save the Children calls for the pratection of all children and civilian infrastructure, especially schools and hospitals,
following the escalation of violence in the Middle East and wider region, with reports of more than 100 children killed in strikes on schools in lran,

The humanitarian organization is urgently calling for an immediate cessation of hostilities to ensure the safety and well-being of children

While hostilities are ongoing, 3il parties must adhere to their obligations under international law by ensuning that civilians and civilian infrastructure,
including schools and hospitals, are spared from attack,

Janti Soeripto, President & CEO of Save the Children US, said:
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* The Voice of HIND RAJAB ‘
° 2025 e VOICE of HIND RAJAB
* Red Crescent
* Movie
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* Some work with grassroots populations their Collective actions used
others work on raising e-awarness. (Next slide movie see by
millions)

 Animated videos creation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwqlV-9a60U

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUanQOyrOTw

* Banner creation
* Group discussions


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwqlV-9a6OU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwqlV-9a6OU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwqlV-9a6OU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwqlV-9a6OU
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Child marriage

Movie Stunt seen by millions by Kafa and UNFPA
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7nOWE
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e https://www.facebook.com/him@valeb/videos/across-collective-

shelters-in-different-regions-of-lebanon-himayas-team-and-
volu/947646394915606/

* Movie Himaya
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About The Course

Child rights are essential to ensuring that every individual can grow and thrive with

dignity. While all humans are born free and equal, children—especially in their early

years—require dedicated care and protection to fully realise their potential. The ' - . \N H E “ V\l \ L\l

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) provides a global framework for

safeguarding these rights and setting minimum standards for their protection. ’ : 1 E \l E R\/ c H l L__D

This short course offers a comprehensive introduction to child rights, combining

theory and practice. It is structured into three components: a foundational N ™ l \ )5( \) ‘E
overview of child rights and international legal standards; a practical Child Rights v . ‘T ' C “

- 5 . ‘
Clinic where participants engage with real-world materials such as State and NGO A : U \S |

=/

reports; and a series of thematic seminars led by guest experts on key issues,
including digital rights, national policy development, sociolegal defense, and

meaningful child participation.

Bringing together international legal scholars, practitioners, and child rights
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* Using data and infographics

) ' . A

AldUTTE TUIE £d 41 : DUETEL !
Expanding Crisis with Devastating Consequence

« Over 100 million children live in the countries affected by the violence.
« Conflict has spilled over to more than a dozen countries—and may continue to spread.
« Your donation can help provide lifesaving assistance—food, healthcare, and protection—for up to 2.6 million people.

Your gift to the Children’s Emergency Fund today ensures we can respond immediately wherever children are most at risk, both in the Middle East and around the worid.

/00K 300

In Lebanon, nearly 700,000 people, Save the Children has 9 active responses More than 300 children have now been
including over 200,000 children, have been across the region. reported killed in under two weeks of
disnlaced. escalating conflict.



* Using data and infographics
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IN NEED234

. 99.2 million

/ people in need of

health and nutrition
assistance

40 million

/ children in need of

protection services

~ 38.5 million

' children in need of

education support

- 75.7 million

/ people lack access to

safe water

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-
palestinian-territory/humanitarian-action-
children-2026-middle-east-and-north-africa
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* https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/middle-east-crisis- rges-protection-children-renewed

T ST U, AE
world Vision Q

WHO WE ARE WHAT WE DO WHERE WE WORK RESOURCES

World Vision Lebanon
urges protection of
children as renewed
escalation displaces over
55,000 people
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An interactive theater show on the
issue of child marriage in Lebanon

@ ROFL ¥ E ®January7,2022 ®0 & 874 M2 minread

As part of the 16 Days of activism, the Lebanese Women Democratic Gathering - Tripoli
Branch, organized an interactive theater show at the Abjad Center -

Tabbaneh theater, in which it addressed the issue of child marriage in Lebanon and
how different segments of society interact with this issue, as part of the Heartland
alliance project, which aims to help

survivors of violence and their social reintegration by providing them with
specialized services such as psychosocial support and legal services. The theatrical
performance included an attractive introduction about the society's mentality and its
justifications for parents to marry off girls.

It also dealt with girls® rush to marry to escape the deteriorating economic
situation despite their ignorance of the dangers of this marriage.

The conclusion came to highlight the need to pass a law prohibiting child marriage.



1. Insider groups they have direct access to decision makers.

“These have close links with the government. They will give
advice and will be consulted prior to legislation which may
affect that group”

They are the experts who help draft a bill.

1. Outsider groups don’t have access to government they seek
support by massive actions, campaigns, “These groups often
take action of which the government disapproves”

* Organise a protest,

e Raise public awareness related to their cause. (350 Movie)

e Use direct action shaming a decision maker

(Ex Greenpeace against canada and USA for not ratifying Kyoto.)

CHEMALY Rita, Pressure and Lobbying/ Advocacy strategies and online tactics, Master in Democratic Governance, Democracy and Human Rights in the MENA
Region, 2022, Beirut, Lebanon




Example of Direct ACTION
by Greenpeace. 2001
activists climbed the CN
Tower in Toronto and
unrolled a giant banner
proclaiming: "Canada and
Bush, Climate Killers."




Example of Direct ACTION
by climate change activists
in 2015 « Imaginative and
new » as marches planned
to coincide with the COP21
international climate talks in
Paris were not authorised
for security reasons.

Shoes collected and filled
with flowers and messages
for earth at “ LA
REPLUBLIQUE” 2015



http://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop-21-un-climate-change-conference-paris
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop-21-un-climate-change-conference-paris
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop-21-un-climate-change-conference-paris
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop-21-un-climate-change-conference-paris

Gene Sharp while defining the 198 methods for non
violent action made sure that each collective action
creates its own unique identity.

Use a color (Orange, green, a symbol, ....)




Example of collective actions:

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=12 w0 younaon 1o resooms ana ey
2185288689028&1t=8

The Arab Foundation For Freedoms and
Equality (AFE) is pushing for policies that
protect from sexual harassment in the
Lebanese workplace for this year’s 16
Days of Activism against Gender-Based
Violence. 2018

) you senobsly notknow the differance

The two actors, known for starring in a ‘ Bveen a compimentand harassment?
weekly YouTube show, witness and
discuss different scenarios where a

female employee could be harassed.


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=122185288689028&t=8
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=122185288689028&t=8
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=122185288689028&t=8
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=122185288689028&t=8
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=122185288689028&t=8
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CHEMALY Rita, Pressure and Lobbying/ Advocacy strategies and online tactics, Master in Democratic Governance, Democracy and Human Rights in the MENA
Region, 2022, Beirut, Lebanon




Lobbying requires key stakeholders Meetings

LEBANON NATIONAL ACTION PLAN

on UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1325
Moving progress on

.......



Sponshorship SYSTEM IN THE ARAB WORLD... WORKERS RIGHTS

END THE KAFALA SYSTEM

Each GCC country manages its “temporary” migrant workforce through the
sponsorship or Kafala system. Under this system, a local citizen or local company (the
kafeel) must sponsor foreign workers in order for their work visas and residency to be

valid. This means that an individual's right to work and legal presence in the host
country is dependent on his or her employer, rendering him or her vulnerable to
exploitation. In most GCC states, migrants cannot leave or enter the country without
their employer’s permission.

2/3 600,000+ 14,480 10% +

OF THE BCC'S LABOUR WORKERS ARE ESTIMATED COMPLAINTS ABRUT OF VISAS ISSUED BY THE
FORCE IS COMPRISED OF T0 BE IN CONDITIONS OF UNPAID WAGES AND SAUDI GOVERNMENT ARE
MIGRANT WORKERS FORCED LABOUR BENEFITS WERE LODGED BY TRADED IN THE BLACK
THROUGHOUT THE MIDDLE MIGRANT WORKERS IN MARKET

EAST KUWAIT




The vividness effect. . B
Ve bl o Anilad) 5Ll 5 ) gall o2a

The Afghan Girl el e gl CilS (Sharbat Gula)
This photograph is of a girl in Afghanistan, <1984 e &) sall ‘Jﬂﬂ‘ Lle12
Sharbat Gula, age 12. It was taken in 1984 (Steve R Jaall
by photographer Steve McCurry, who was on dage @ d"“ s 643‘ ‘MCCU"V)
assignment for National Geographic to f’-‘:‘ﬁ‘ﬁx% JU gl Al =Ll
document the refugee camps along the & s(National Geographic)
Afghan-Pakistan border. 33l Jsh e G e

ALl -Alasy)

Note the alertness of her eyes, their ] o
challenge to the viewer: See me, they seem 223 (4 ADkaxs L‘J}@*:‘*“;*B‘f \sz;\z
to say. The aliveness of the face, the frame - & \305: «0¥ 55 Lagdls s caalial
of her scarf, pulls us in, captivates us. This by ‘5{3‘ E@“‘"‘J Ml ‘L€+~‘3 4*9* u)
image of Gula came to represent the face of =3+ 385, LALL) §l puby g Uibiaas 4

children and their suffering during war and JulY) Aa g ) Ja i Y98 B s
conflict. The haunting depiction of Gula Les, g1 cuall () (f pgilaas
defines defiance in the face of adversity. gl 90 Y 53541 5 gl S
(EWT, Indrani Fellowship) - (el Aga) 54 (2 3 ganall g

Al NOT REVISED TRANSLATION



* Movie Stunt seen by millions by Kafa

and UNFPA
* https://youtu.be/F-OYgm7nOWE
M ARy D B B i s asd Nl kA



https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE
https://youtu.be/F-OYqm7n0WE

* Violence against women issue was
faced differently with different
advocacy techniques by different
stakeholders:

Engaging private sector
firms and citizens,
everybody’s campaign:
Appropriating it!

- Exotica supports #KAFA
#NolLawNoVote

KSARA

[

CHATEAU KSARA SUPPORTS #KAFA

o #NOLAWNOVOTE

!
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dadlcal gl 38 sall i) LAl edlaald) &) 9ol ds gana
The Campaigning Toolkit by INTRAC sl S5 s ? ALl

Leafl.ets and. other materials for public distribution aladl a5 sill <l g
“:UZI-IC meitlngs y iy dalad) caludal)

edia work — newspapers, radio or Co ot
Pap Sl g delay) f Canaall - aSle ) Jeall

‘Stunts’ or events to attract media attention C .
. o, . “ £ e “ o - B3
Using celebrities to support your cause 2l Y1 Jilu g olii) dad Gilaal) o) 8 il Jlac Yy

Letter writing campaigns Slinad acal jaliall aladial
Petitions oAy il )l Al
Competitions il
Mass lobbies, demonstrations S aladl s 4 yabeal) hicall clelea

Mass events - fasts, cycle rides, street theatre etc.

: : . Sl W L) - 4 palaadl Glualiall
Running an active website . ) 9 IR T = A et L

bdi Cyg adse Jiads
Let us add the Social media means e aiayl Jaal gill Bl g aladiul
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Advocacy diagram or plan

Alliance
building

Decision
makers

Amplificat Make it Setting
ion simple objectives
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An advocacy strategy has to answer the
following questions

» What change do we want to bring about?
- What is going wrong? Evidence?
- What must change? Alternative?

= Who can make the change?

- Who has the power?
- Who are our allies and opponents?

= How can you make them change?
- How are we going to win?
- How will we see if the change has happened?

SESSION 1.2
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EQUALITY NOW

L4
S s x 1 n's S
OurWork - Get Imvolved = Take Action Support - Press Room = About s -~ Resources Donate Online g J ‘ ‘ M ‘
" u < L4

Sample Letter: Lebanon: Give women equal
citizenship rights to men under the nationality law

4, 1
(o
VS
1.

[Cear President/Pime Minister,Minister of Justice/Speaker of the House],

04 pd
| am wnting to express my deep concern that Lebanese women marrned to non- ‘ uu ‘ Lﬁ
Lebansse men are prevented by law from passing their nationality onto their spouses ‘ \ \ \ #\_\ \ !
and children, which engenders many hardships for these women and their families. M u (< ‘P J ?@-‘-\j
For examiple, Hiam Abd El Samad 15 a Lebanese citizen who married an Egyptian Lo ,. wae
national Anwar Hasanesen in Lebanon 23 years ago and has raized their thres MJM\ Lﬁ umy ‘ LFJ\
daughters in Lebanon. However, since Hiam cannot pass her Lebanese citizenship to o o o
her husband or daughters the family has had to suffer significant deprivations, LMS‘ mu d\“ \ b \S
including not being eligible for health coverage and social benefits, and hardship in
cbtaining sponsorship for a residency permit for Arvwear and for the girds once they Q—\\—’y‘}j\
lzave schoal. g ..
Hiam's case is only one example of the suffering of Lebanese women as a consequence L@JY ‘ M u ‘
of the nationality law. Statistics show that 18,000 Lebanese families suffer from ‘
problems at several levels, namely psychological, secial and economical because of 4—}3)“5
the dizcrimimation they face. :

I'II--S d.IS-EFIITIII'latIDI'I .3:5.all'|5t Lebaness women causes UunMecessanry anxmety and ‘ : ' ! ‘ :u. ‘ 1 : 15 2 02 3 eb .

suffering to the families concernad and | urge you to do all that you can to ensure that

Lebanese citizens, male or female, are able to enjoy equal nghts to confier their L; J u \ “ \ ‘<‘\ d

nationality on their spouses and children. Thiz would be in line wath the Lebaneze uy ec (_5 j
Constitution and also with Lebanon’s intemational obligations, including under the S ‘ 1 n ‘ S \

International Covenant on Civl and Political Rights, the Comverntion of the Rights of the j ; L;AM

Child, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

Women.
Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely yours,
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Advocacy
Messages
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Problem Identification
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e PROBLEM — What exactly is happening?
e PEOPLE — Who is affected? Who is missing?

e EVIDENCE — What data or testimonies do we need?

e POWER — Which institution can act?

e POLICY — What exactly should change?

e COALITION — Who can join us?

e ACCOUNTABILITY — How will we know if it happened?

Turn a frustration into a policy proposal dale Ay 7 sia L) JalaY) I gl5a
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DAGC

o()o

e Members of Parliament and parliamentary committees

e Municipal councils and local authorities

e Relevant ministries and public institutions

e Universities and research centres

e Professional associations, chambers and cooperatives
e Civil society and community organisations

e Businesses, employers and investors

e Question: What can each actor actually change?

Who should young people talk to?
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e Form four groups: Agriculture & Rural Tourism / Community Livelihoods / Al & Jobs / Health.

Prepare ONE concrete policy proposal for Rachaya/Hasbaya.

e Your proposal must name: the problem e affected groups e
decision-maker e proposed policy e first advocacy action.

* Be ready to defend your proposal: Why this? Why now? Who
pays? Who benefits? Who might be left out?
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Giving people
a voice

about the issues
that affect them.

— 4%

Building
evidence

on what needs to
change and how
that change can
happen.

Positive
change in
society towards
greater social
justice and
equality.

Influencing

people with
power

and changing

how they think
and act.
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TWITTER/X
@RITACHEMALY

Linked In Rita Chemaly Rita Chemaly | Linkedin
Email: rita.chemaly@usj.edu.lb; ritachemaly@hotmail.com



https://www.linkedin.com/in/rita-chemaly-38b69213/
mailto:rita.chemaly@usj.edu.lb
mailto:ritachemaly@hotmail.com
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